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Words on Wilderness

Common Ground
The Wilderness and Civilization pro
gram was developed in 1975 to offer
a unique educational
opportunity
specially appropriate for the Uni
versity of Montana. The program is
responsive to our location, sur
rounded by over 5 million acres of
wilderness in the Northern Rockies.
It focuses on the relationship of
modern society to wild nature, and
intensively examines the implica
tions of natural resource allocation
and use in contemporary American
culture. The Wilderness and Civiliz
ation program links the sciences,
social
sciences and
humanities,
brought together in an integrated,
interdisciplinary program.
Full and exclusive participation,
which offers eighteen credit hours
of work, is required of all students
in the program.
We stress hands-on
experience to supplement academic
work in the program.
Students work
on a practical project of some bene
fit to the community or region, and
related to the central theme of the
program.
Each year faculty and students begin
the program with a two day orienta
tion, before leaving on an eleven
day wilderness trek. The purpose of
the trip is to provide students with
direct knowledge of wilderness and
wilderness management problems. All
academic work later in the quarter
is rooted in this essential beginn
ing .

On December 9th-llth,
1985, the
Wilderness Institute in conjunction
with the Associated Students of the
University of Montana (ASUM), spon
sored the conference
On
Common
Ground. The conference explored the
common ground existing between agri
cultural and wild land interests.
The event brought together for the
first time Wendell Berry, author of
The Unsettling of America, and Gary
Snyder, author of Turtle Island,
Pulitzer Prize winner for poetry in
1975.
The Institute is currently
transcribing the conference proceed
ings
and should have transcript
copies available for the public by
April 1st of this year.

ASUM Axes WSIC
If the members of Central Board
endorse the Executive Committee's
proposed budget, they will give the
axe to the Wilderness Studies and
Information Center, one of the most
responsible
and
most
respected
groups on this campus.
WSIC is one of the older student
groups on campus; its history in
cludes the students of this campus
and ASUM, a history that should not
be discarded.
The Wilderness Studies Program began
12 years ago with funding from ASUM.
Since then, $155,000 dollars has
been allocated by ASUM to WSIC.
Year after year, that budget has
been taken by WSIC and matched 3 to
1 with outside funding, all of which
enters into student activities.
This wise use of allocated money is
a record that few other groups can
match.
The reason why every ASUM
administration
over the past 12
years has funded WSIC is because we
serve an interest of the students:
Wilderness.
The University of Montana has an
attraction that is completely unique
to this campus...it is surrounded by
over 5 million acres of designated
wilderness.
No other university in
this country can claim to have a
National Wilderness Area just four
miles from the edge of campus.

Out of state students realize this
fact and seek out our University
because of it.
In the same way,
faculty
are attracted
to
this
school.
Have you ever wondered why
we continue to have quality faculty
members despite pathetically
low
wages?
Ask yourself what is really
noteworthy about this school.
Does
the University of Montana have a
nationally renowned School of Busi
ness.
With all due respect to the
Business Department....the answer is
NO!
Does it have a nationally re
nowned sports program?
Again, NO!
BUT, it does have a nationally re
nowned School of Forestry, and WSIC
is an integral part of that good
reputation.
Wilderness is a strong
draw to students and faculty alike;
one that shouldn 't be dismissed too
lightly in the country's dwindling
student enrollment.
Some of you may question how wide
spread is the interest of students
in wilderness.
A recent poll of UM
students indicated that interest in
wilderness may be the most common
denominator on this campus.
The
random poll taken by the Department
of Communications among UM students
found the following:
-- 91% of all the polled students
had made at least one or more visits
to a wilderness area in the past
year.
-- 63% made at least one or more
visits to the Rattlesnake Wilderness
in a year.
-- 89% felt that wilderness was
either important, or very important
to them.
-- 85% indicated that they wanted
more information on wilderness.

Can you name one other area of inte
rest that 85% of the student body
wants to know more about?
Can you
think of one other activity that 9
out of 10 students will participate
in over the next year?
The only
contender that I can think of is
SEX, but it's not on the budget this
year.
Maybe it should be, to in
crease enrollment.
Wilderness information,
then, is
wanted by UM students, and it is
available
to them through WSIC.
What do we provide students?
In the past 12 years, WSIC has pro
duced over 75 reports on roadless
areas in Montana.
We have held
approximately 125 workshops, semi
nars, and various types of programs
on wild land issues. WSIC has amas
sed the most complete library on
wilderness areas of any place in the
country.
UM students have made use
of that library for everything from
writing master's theses to composing
letters to Congress.
WSIC provides
students
with an opportunity to
acquire hands on experience with an
organization that is known even in
the Halls of Congress for its effic
iency and competence in disbursing
wilderness information. Requests for
information and field studies have
come from Representative Williams,
Senator Max Baucas, national organi
zations, and popular magazines. The
Bill authorizing the creation of the
Rattlesnake
National
Wilderness
Area, authored by Rep. Pat Williams,
relayed on information supplied by
WSIC.
The field
studies,
the
writing of reports, the calls and
letters to Senators and Congressmen,
the articles to national magazines,
all are handled by students.
WSIC
files bear testimony to that fact.
It is real life experience for those
students.
And it is really what
Universities are supposed to
be
teaching: how to mesh with the real
world and be a competent and useful
citizen.

So WSIC is not only a bridge between
the student and the wilderness, but
it is a bridge between the student
and the real world. In the process,
it has brought honor and recognition
to the University of Montana. There
are many students who would be very
saddened
to lose the Wilderness
Studies program.
In another res
pect, people outside this campus,
even outside this state and region,
would shake their heads in disbelief
at the short sightedness of a stud
ent government which forces a Wild
erness Studies to disband because of
penny pinching politics.

wilderness
studies on the
chopping
block
ASUM THINKS WILDERNESS
ISSUES AREN’T IMPORTANT TO
YOU. THEIR PROPOSED BUDGET
WILL

FORCE WILDERNESS

STUDIES & INFORMATION
TO CLOSE ITS DOORS
12

YEARS

OF

CTR

AFTER

SERVICE.

PLEASE LET ASUM KNOW THAT YOU WANT WILDERNESS STUDIES TO GET FULL
FUNDING. CALL ANY OF THESE CENTRAL BOARD MEMBERS AND TELL THEM YOU
SUPPORT WILDERNESS STUDIES AND INFORMATION CENTER.
JOE BOYER 721-2591

KEVIN CONNOR 2 4 3 -3 5 4 4

KEN CRIPPEN 721-2591

KEVIN DUVAL 2 43 -1 3 49

KHALID HUSSEINI 5 4 3 -5 6 48

ANN McKITTRICK 5 4 3 -3 6 23

JOHN NEWMAN 721-1891

JULI PINTER 2 4 3 -1 9 62

GENE SOLOMON 7 28 -8 5 86

FORD STUART 721 -2 9 00

SCOTT TEMPEL 7 2 8 -1 5 30

PAUL TUSS 7 2 1 -2 9 90

CHANTEL WOLD 728 -8 4 90

MIKE CRAIG 7 2 8 -4 5 7 6
DAN HENDERSON 5 4 2 -0 1 36
MARGARET MILLER 7 2 1 -1 4 8 5
LISA POULIOT 5 4 9 -5 0 2 8
PETE SULLIVAN 543-6011
JOHN VELK 721 -7 9 66

